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NATIONAL BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION  
GLOBAL ILLUMINATIONS TOUCH OF PINK BREAKFAST 

Statement 
HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [6.25 pm]: Before I launch into what I want to speak about this 
evening I want to endorse the remarks just made by Hon Martin Pritchard. I had a quick chat with the Shenton 
College students as they were touring this morning. I am also very involved in supporting the Ear Science Institute 
of Australia. I am also one of those one in six who suffer from hearing loss. 

This evening I rise to speak on another health issue, and that is breast cancer. Today, along with a number of 
parliamentary colleagues from this chamber, including my good friend Hon Donna Faragher and the Leader of the 
Opposition, Hon Sue Ellery, and from the other place, including Andrea Mitchell, Chris Hatton and Ian Blayney, 
and I think Simone McGurk was also in attendance, I went to the National Breast Cancer Foundation Global 
Illuminations Touch of Pink breakfast. Members will know that I have spoken on this in the past, because this year 
is the fourth year that we have been able to, with the permission of our Presiding Officers—thank you, Mr 
President, and Mr Speaker—light up Parliament House in pink. This is the first year, I am pleased to say, that we 
have actually been able to install that lighting without the use of gels and cherry pickers and all sorts of things, 
because we have invested money in a very good lighting system and now it happens automatically. For that, I am 
very grateful. Parliament House is now one of 22 buildings throughout metropolitan and country Western Australia 
that are lit up every year to signify that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Ian Blayney, the member for 
Geraldton, was with us today. We noticed today on the screen that they were showing this morning that at least 
three buildings in Geraldton are lit up pink each year, which was great. This year is the tenth year that the breakfast 
has taken place in Perth, and we heard from the chairman of the fundraising committee, the very dynamic and 
tireless worker Jenny Rogers. Over the 10 years of holding these breakfasts, over $650 000 has been raised towards 
research into breast cancer, and we all know how important that is. 

In order to impress upon us just how important the research is, we heard today from Brendan Kennedy, who is a 
PhD researcher from Dublin City University. Since 2008, he has been working on new medical devices to improve 
breast cancer treatment. In particular, Brendan is developing micro-elastography, a technique to form images of 
tissue stiffness on a microscopic scale. As tumours are often stiffer than surrounding tissue, this technique may 
help to ensure that surgeons, when they are operating on women, can do a more complete removal of the tumour, 
which would then negate the need for further breast surgery and increase the chances of complete recovery from 
breast cancer. As usual, at these breakfasts we hear from a breast cancer survivor, and this morning Brenda 
Maclean shared her story of being diagnosed in 2006. She said that was a week she was not going to forget, because 
that was when she was diagnosed, just one week before Christmas, with early stage breast cancer, following a 
routine check-up. She had knowledge of what to expect, as her mother had also been diagnosed with early stage 
breast cancer in 2001. As we know, quite often breast cancer runs in families. 

The underlying message in all of this is to ensure that women in particular, and men—100 men every year are 
diagnosed with breast cancer—do regular breast checks and have their screening when it is important. I hope 
everyone in this chamber, not just women but including the men, regularly check themselves to ensure nothing 
unusual is happening in their breast tissue; and, if there is, immediately get themselves to a doctor to have it 
checked out, because early detection will ensure they can have it diagnosed and operated on very quickly. I am 
not terribly good at estimating numbers but I would say that probably 600 people were at that breakfast this 
morning in the Astral ballroom of Crown casino. That was an amazing number and everyone was wearing a touch 
of pink, so of course the room was looking very festive. 

A number of companies sponsor this breakfast every year. Unfortunately, nobody in this chamber was a lucky 
winner of a trip to the south west of France, of which there were two. Never mind, there is always next year. A 
huge amount of organisation went into this event. It was sponsored very well by Singapore Airlines; Novotel 
Ningaloo, which offered five days’ accommodation at Ningaloo Reef Resort; and Kailis Australian Pearls, which 
provided a beautiful pearl bracelet. I do not think any one of us walked away with a raffle prize. However, we 
walked away with the knowledge that we had contributed to the fund-raising efforts of Jenny Rogers and her team 
for the National Breast Cancer Foundation. We cannot spend enough money on medical research and we know 
that governments around Australia, including this government, invest a lot of money and effort into that. But it is 
what everyday people like you and I and those in the community who attended the breakfast this morning can 
contribute that will make the difference. It is about being aware of all those things. 

I commend all the people who organised today’s event. As we drive around in the next couple of weeks and see 
buildings lit up in pink, Parliament House will certainly be one of them. Jenny very kindly paid tribute to 
Parliament House, as the iconic building of Perth, being lit up and being a beacon for the rest of the people. The 
Lord Mayor, Lisa Scaffidi, was there and was very pleased that Council House is one of the buildings that will 
also be lit up in pink, as will Crown casino. Every time members drive around and see these buildings lit up in 
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pink, they should spare a thought for the people who are battling breast cancer and those who have survived. We 
are very pleased to know that they have survived and hope they continue to survive. I have lost three really good 
friends, all under the age of 40, to breast cancer over the years. As we know, that is an incredibly young age to die 
from breast cancer. We are working towards the hope that in 2030 we will have eradicated breast cancer and 
nobody will pass away from it. 

Again, congratulations to them all and I encourage more members to attend next year. 
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